
THE JOURNAL OF THE MASONIC SOCIETY

Sections

4   President’s Message

5    News of the Society 

9    Conferences, 
      Speeches, Symposia &
      Gatherings 	

10    Masonic News 

35  From The Editor

Masonic Influence 
on the Order of 
the Arrow

by William Highsmith

14

Mozart’s 
The magic Flute: 
an Essential 
Introduction to 
the Mysteries of the 
Scottish Rite 
Symbolic Degrees

by Marc H. Conrad 

19

16

The August 
Order of Light – 
an historic review

by Yasha beresiner

24 Designs Upon the 
Trestle Board:

Setting Goals as a 
Worshipful Master

by Cory Sigler

Articles

Momento Mori

The Alamo and 
the Masons of the 

Republic of Texas

Freemasonry Around 
the World:

The Grande loge 
nationale Française

2
Masonic Treasures

25 Dues That Don’t:
Deconstructing 

Masonic Dues Myths 
and Fables

by Nathan C. Brindle

Who Was Adoniram?

by W. Bruce Pruitt

21

2009 Masonic Week 

by Jay Hochberg 

11

WINTER 2008/2009

COVER: This month’s cover features “The Geographer”  (De Geograaf) by the Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675), 
painted in 1669. It is one of a pair of Vermeer paintings (the other is “The Astronomer”) that depicts one of the liberal arts 
and sciences. Both a square and compasses are in the painting, along with the terrestrial globe. The subject is believed to 
have been Antoine Van Leeuwenhoek, the father of microbiology, and a member of London’s Royal Society. Could there be a 
connection with the formation of modern Freemasonry?
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