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COVER: This month’s cover features “The Geographer” (De Geograaf) by the Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675),
painted in 1669. It is one of a pair of Vermeer paintings (the other is “The Astronomer”) that depicts one of the liberal arts

and sciences. Both a square and compasses are in the painting, along with the terrestrial globe. The subject is believed to
have been Antoine Van Leeuwenhoek, the father of microbiology, and a member of London’s Royal Society. Could there be a
connection with the formation of modern Freemasonry?
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